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Spaniards and Portugals that be resident in these places be banished
men or fugitives, for committing most hainous crimes and incestu-
ous acts, their life and conversation being agreeable; and they are of
the basest behaviour that we have ever seene of these nations in any
other countrey1.
While Portuguese influence among the negro peoples was
thus unofficially extended, the government also tried to increase
its hold over Upper Guinea through Christian missionaries and
merchants who rented the 'trades'. From the beginning, the
Portuguese with papal authority had proclaimed a crusade in
Guinea against the Moors of northern Africa, and afterwards at
least a moral obligation always rested upon them to christianise
the tribes with whom they came in contact. If, as the years
passed, the zeal of the crusader was more and more surpassed by
the greed of the merchant, yet missionary work was never alto-
gether neglected, especially because the merchant understood
the value of seeking aid from the Church in upholding the
prestige of the whites. So Portuguese rule in Guinea was dis-
tinguished by irregular and on the whole not very successful
efforts to convert negro kings and their subjects. Santiago
island, for example, was the scene of missionary work very early
in the history of its colonisation, between the years 1466 and
1470, when two Franciscans paid it a visit and a church was
built2. But afterwards the spiritual needs of the whites and the
converts in Santiago and Guinea were apparently neglected, and
it was this which inspired the most striking illustration of the
religious policy of the Portuguese in this part of their empire,
the erection of Santiago into a bishopric. On 3 January 1533,
Pope Clement VII, upon the petition of King John III, issued
a bull, separating Santiago from the diocese of Funchal in
Madeira, to which it had been attached, raising the town of
Ribeira Grande to the status of a city to be henceforth known as
the 'city of Santiago'3, appointing Dr. Braz Netto to be the first
bishop, and placing under the jurisdiction of the new bishopric
1 R. Hakluyt, Principal navigations, VII, 98-9.
2 Barcellos, Subsidies, I, 28-31.
3 This will explain why letters from Ribeira Grande, sent after 1533, were
always described as coming from 'this city of Santiago*. (See docs. 66, 68,)